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Stability assessment of the road cut slopes in the Xigeda mudstone
considering long-term creep deterioration and suggestion for
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Abstract: The Xigeda clay-rock strata exhibit typical characteristics of long-term creep deterioration and saturation softening,

which is typical slide-prone stratum. Landslides are easily formed in Xigeda strata cut slope due to the continuous deterioration
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and stability reduction during the operation period, which poses great threats to operational safety. The reduction coefficients

for the ¢ and ¢ values due to long-term creep deterioration of Xigeda clay-rock are determined as 0.87 and 0.84 respectively.

These values are derived from shear strength parameters of slope excavation and sliding obtained through geological analysis,

discrete element numerical simulation, and mutual verification involving the K2378 + 900 right-side landslide on the Xichang-

Panzhihua Expressway. By conducting critical slip surface searches and stability calculations for 17 distinct Xigeda clay-rock

slopes representing 5 different types, the average decrease of stability coefficient is found to be 0.184 when shear parameters are

reduced in accordance with creep deterioration within the range of 0.87 ~ 0.84. Consequently, targeted recommendations are

proposed for key factors influencing the long-term stability of Xigeda clay-rock slopes, encomPassing safety coefficients, slope

ratios, and reinforcement measures. It is demonstrated that employing a construction approach characterized by a gentler slope,

wider platforms, and less intensive reinforcement is proved to be more conducive to the slope long-term stability. The research

results provide important guidance and reference for highway construction and slope protection treatment within the Xigeda

stratum area.

Keywords: Xigeda strata; creep deterioration; numerical simulation; long-term stability; protection suggestions
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Fig. 1 Satellite topographic map of the landslide area
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Fig.2 Overview of the right-side landslide at K2378+900 of Xichang-
Panzhihua Expressway
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Fig.3 Soil profile
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Fig. 4 Rear edge of the landslide, showing smooth mirrored

scuff surface
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Fig. 5 Shear and bulging crack of retaining walls, contra warping,
uplifted and crack of platform
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Fig. 6 Geological cross-section of the main sliding section
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Table 1 Inversion calculation results of slope zone parameters
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Fig. 7 Numerical simulation model
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Table 2 Parameter value of numerical simulation
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Fig. 8 Shear strain increment contour, displacement increment map, and plastic deformation zone map
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Table 3 Parameter value of numerical simulation after slope excavation
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Fig. 9 Shear strain and displacement increment maps under rainstorm

condition after completion of excavation
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Table 4 Classification table for cut slopes
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Fig. 10 Typical geological cross-section in numerical simulation
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Table 5 Result of slope stability variation considering creep degradation
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Fig. 11 Schematic diagram of the most critical slip surface
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